Immigration and Naturalization Service--nonimmigrant alien (H-1) nurses; state license or examination requirements. Final rule.
This final rule requires nonimmigrant nurses to possess a valid state license to practice nursing in the United States or to have successfully passed the screening examination given by the Commission on Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools in order to qualify for an "H-1" nonimmigrant visa classification. Proof of having met either requirement is necessary before the Service will approve the visa petition. This amendment to the regulations is necessary to ensure that only those nonimmigrant nurses who are fully qualified to perform services of the "exceptional nature" required by section 101(a)(15)(H)(i) of the Act are admitted under this classification.